SPORTS HEALTH
[ Editorial ] O n July 21, 2015, Sports Health received notification that it had been accepted to MEDLINE, the United States National Library of Medicine's (NLM) premier bibliographic database. We have many to thank for this accomplishment, including our contributing authors, manuscript reviewers, collaborating societies, associate editors, and our readers worldwide. Our collaborating societies fostered the development of Sports Health by providing experts in their fields as associate editors: Riann Palmieri-Smith, an athletic trainer and associate professor of kinesiology at the University of Michigan; Matt Gammons, a seasoned sports medicine primary care physician at the forefront of clinical care sports medicine in Vermont; and the granddaddy of them all, George Davies, a sports physical therapist and athletic trainer who has enjoyed a research and publishing career for more than 4 decades. In 2014, Matt Gammons moved into the presidential line at the AMSSM and his position was filled by Irfan Asif, who has brought tremendous energy and new ideas to our publication. Augmenting the text of Sports Health is the imaging component that is critical to the presentation of many medical and orthopaedic manuscripts. We are very grateful to have Hollis Potter as our associate editor of imaging. Hollis is a worldrenowned magnetic resonance imaging expert at the Hospital for Special Surgery. She brings many musculoskeletal concepts to light with her imaging talents.
Thanks to the efforts of all these hard-working individuals, our circulation has grown to over 28,000 readers. While our print version circulation continues to grow, Sports Health garnered more than 700,000 full-text downloads in 2014-stretching from Africa to the Middle East to Western Europe. Additionally, we plan to continue to fine tune our Facebook, Twitter, and app functions to meet the needs of an ever-changing athletic care network. So, why is the inclusion to MEDLINE so important? The size, volume, and stature of this database easily answers this question. MEDLINE contains 22 million references in the life sciences and biomedicine and is the primary component of PubMed, part of the Entrez series of databases provided by the NLM National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI).
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Launched in 1946, it contains citations from 5600 journals in 40 different languages-about 40% of which are published in the United States. The NLM exports citations 7 days a week, resulting in more than 750,000 additions for 2014. In 2014 alone, MEDLINE/PubMed facilitated 2.7 billion online searches worldwide, providing a tremendous resource to medical researchers, clinicians, scientists, and students.
The steps to inclusion in MEDLINE began with our inclusion in PubMed Central (PMC) in the fall of 2012. PMC is a free archive with copyright protection designed to provide permanent access to all of its medical content. PMC is a digital counterpart to the NLM's extensive print journal collection launched in 2000. PMC allows publishers to delay release of manuscripts for a reasonable period of time while MEDLINE provides access to "ahead of print" versions preceding the article's final publication in a MEDLINE-indexed journal.
To gain acceptance into MEDLINE requires a review by the Literature Technology Review Commission (LSTRC), a National Institutes of Health (NIH)-chartered advisory committee of external experts analogous to those assembled to review NIH grant proposals. We are very pleased that we received this approval.
As we look ahead to 2016, we hope that the heightened worldwide exposure of Sports Health, provided by MEDLINE, will help us achieve our goal of providing sports medicine clinicians with the best compilation of evidence-based research to augment their care of athletes and active people everywhere. We sincerely wish to thank everybody that helped us get here! -Edward M. Wojtys, MD Editor-in Chief
